
The history of AIA Central New Jersey is a complex one.  

Its roots trace back to two separate Chapters of the New Jersey AIA.
Over time, both Chapters underwent several name changes and
territorial shifts before eventually merging into the AIA Central NJ
Section we know today.

This presentation highlights the concurrent, and sometimes
overlapping, existence of Central’s predecessors, which included:
  
Trenton Architects’ Society / Trenton Society of Architects / The
Society of Architects of Trenton / Capital Chapter
Roughly covering Mercer, Hunterdon, and Burlington Counties.

The Union County Society of Architects / Central Chapter
Roughly covering Union, Middlesex, and Somerset Counties

Until the 1990s, the chapters did not strictly align with county
boundaries in the way today’s sections do. For example, Union
County is now part of AIA Newark & Suburban, while Burlington
County is now part of AIA West Jersey.

                                  currently serves:
Hunterdon
Mercer 
Middlesex
Somerset
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1923 - The Trenton Architects’ Society - First President – W.A. Poland

October 28, 1935
The Morning Post

This obituary of William A. Poland indicating that he was the
first president of the Trenton Architects’ Society, organized
August 1923.

This is the earliest known founding date of an architectural
society located within the geographic territory that is now
AIA Central New Jersey.

This is the date we celebrated our Centennial in August 2023

March 9, 1927  
Trenton Times
Announcement of the
annual exposition held by
the Trenton Society of
Architects and its officers
including the president
William A. Poland to attend. 
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The New Jersey Society of Architects (NJSA)
and its territorial societies approximately late 1930s.
Newark and Suburban Archives

Approximate dates of the foundading of “Chapters”,
now called Sections:

1. Atlantic County Society of Architects (1919)
2. West Jersey Society of Architects (1925)
3. Monmouth County Society of Architects (1934)
4. Trenton Society of Architects (1923)
5. Union County Society of Architects (1929)
6. Newark Chapter of NJ Society (1928)
7. Suburban Society of Architects (1937)
8. Architects League of Northern NJ (1928)

The Chapters were not placed along county lines in all cases. 

1957 Map of 9 Chapters of 
The New Jersey Society of Architects (NJSA)

Changing Territories
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1923               William A. Poland - Trenton Architects' Society

1930              Robert C. Edwards - Union County Society of Architects

1931               Alfred M. Korff - Union County Society of Architects

1932               Seymour Williams - Union County Society of Architects

1934               Leslie M. Dennis - Union County Society of Architects

1936               Richard S. Shapter - Union County Society of Architects

1938               Alfred M. Korff - Union County Society of Architects

1939, 1940   C. Godfrey Poggi - Union County Society of Architects

1941 - 1946  Lauren V. Pohlman - Union County Society of Architects

1947 - 1948  Eugene A. McMurray - Union County Society of Architects

1949, 1950  George H. Levy - Central Jersey Chapter

1951               Eugene M Galloway - Central Jersey Chapter

1952, 1953   Eugene M Dennis - Central Jersey Chapter

1954, 1955   William C. Henry - Central Jersey Chapter

1955               Jay C. Van Nuys - Central Jersey Chapter

1956               Albert A. Kaufmann - Central Jersey Chapter

1957                Karl S. White - Central Jersey Chapter

1958               Richard A. Chorlton - The Society of Architects of Trenton

1960              Henry Handl - Capital Chapter

1961               Jules Gregory - Capital Chapter

1965               Thomas A. Vail - Central Jersey Chapter

1967               Robert W. Meyer - Central Jersey Chapter

1967               Hans K. Sander - Capital Chapter

1968              Martin L. Beck - Capital Chapter

1968              Robert C. Anderson - Central Jersey Chapter

1969              Ronald E. Vaughn - Capital Chapter

1969              Harry J. Spies - Central Jersey Chapter

Please see the full list of our Past Presidents on our website aiacnj.org

aiacnj.org / About Us / AIA_CNJ_Past_Presidents

Lauren V. Pohlman

William A. Poland

November 5, 1959
Central Jersey Chapter of the New Jersey Society of
Architects honored its Past Presidents and observed a
moment of silence for the deceased Past Presidents. 

Alfred M. Korff Jules Gregory

Seymour Williams Herman H. Baouman

Barbara E. Vincentsen Robin L. MurrayJohn M. ZvosecThomas A. Vail Robert W. MeyerRichard A. Chorlton

https://aiacnj.org/AIA_CNJ_Past_Presidents
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Seven years after the Trenton Architects’ Society was
founded, architects in the Elizabeth area organized
and incorporated

December 16, 1930 
AIA Central New Jersey archives
In 1930, the Union County Society of Architects was
incorporated with Robert C. Edwards, of Elizabeth,
NJ, as its first President. 

The names of the trustees selected for the first year of
the Union County Society of Architects included:

Robert C. Edwards  (1889 - unknown)
Lauren V. Pohlman  (1894–1969)
Charles W. Oakley  (1874 - 1934)
Seymour Williams  (1883 - 1967)
Leslie M. Dennis  (1917 - unknown)
William Lundberg Finne  (1884 - 1940)
Frederick L. Elsasser  (1897-1984)

Lauren V. Pohlman Seymour Williams William L. Finne
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June 1958, Jersey ArchitectJanuary 1958, Jersey Architect

The NJ Society of Architects and the NJ Chapter of the AIA,
formed a special committee to deal with finding a permanent
location for the 1836 portico designed by Thomas U. Walter,
the architect of the dome of the U.S. Capitol and a founder
and second president of AIA.

The committee was designated the Centennial Memorial
Committee in recognition of the fact that  1957 was the AIA
Centennial. The committee secured a location and funded its
reconstruction.  

The portico served as the entrance to two different
Philadelphia homes before being gifted to the State.  It serves
as a monument to architecture and a memory of the soldiers
who died at Princeton on January 3, 1777 in the Battle of
Princeton during the American Revolutionary War. 

1836 Portico 
Battlefield Park
Memorial, 
Princeton

1957 AIA Centennial
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November 1957 edition 
Jersey Architect

September 6, 1957
Frank Lloyd Wright speaks to over 400 architects and guests of the NJ Chapter of
AIA at the Architects Display Center, Rt 22, Mountainside, NJ. 
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September 9, 1965
NJSA and its Chapters merge with AIA New Jersey

For decades, the New Jersey Chapter of AIA and the
New Jersey Society of Architects operated alongside
each other as two separate organizations.  

1964 brought renewed discussion of unifying the
Society with AIA, and in 1965, the merger took place.
Finally, the distinct chapters within the State Society
were officially affiliated with AIA. 

“In recognition of the successful efforts of many
architects ... 
... on the occasion of the first annual convention
of the united membership.”
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AIA Central New Jersey Archives

Although the name “Central Jersey” was in use as
early as 1954, it was not until the Chapter’s
Certificate of Incorporation was Amended on
October 6, 1965 that the 
Union County Society of Architects was officially: 
Central Jersey Chapter, New Jersey Society of
Architects, A.I.A.

February 11, 1965
Central NJ Home News 

Thomas A. Vail was elected first president of
the Central Jersey Chapter of the New Jersey

Society of Architects.
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AIA Central NJ earliest women architects on current records:
not including members from the New Jersey Society of Architects:

1965 Lois B. Gregg, AIA, Princeton
1966 Jane West Clauss, AIA, Trenton, transfered from:
1964 Jane West Clauss, AIA, Philadelphia Chapter
1967 Elizabeth Reilly Moynahan, AIA, Princeton

From pioneeringwomen.bwaf.org/jane-west-clauss:

“Jane West Clauss (1907–2003) was an early
proponent and practitioner of modern architecture
in the United States, and the first American woman
to work in Le Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret’s
atelier. With her partner Alfred Clauss, she designed
and built Little Switzerland in Knoxville, Tennessee,
one of the first residential communities in the
United States whose design was influenced by the
European modern movement.

In her long career she collaborated on the design of
several important public buildings and numerous
private homes in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. As
an instructor at Beaver College (now Arcadia
University), she trained a generation of interior
designers for collaborative work with architects.

Reflecting on her career as a woman architect, she
wrote:

“In summary, I must say that architecture is hard
work—for man or woman. But it is an exciting and
rewarding profession, and if I had another life to
live, I would make the same choice. I have, of
course, had the tremendous advantage of being
married to a talented and dedicated architect and
we have complemented each other very well, but it
is a field in which a woman can succeed even
without such an advantage. And it is a field in which
a woman can contribute much toward a better way
of life for all of us.”

Jane West Clauss with students at Beaver College working
on the design of the Presbyterian Hospital project, 1956.
Arcadia College Archives

Elizabeth Reilly Moynahan, AIA, (1925-2019)
A lifelong architect who graduated from Radcliffe
College and the Harvard School of Design in 1952
as one of only three women in her class.

From AIA-NJ.org:

“Elizabeth Reilly Moynahan, AIA, (1925-2019) was
a gifted teacher, architect, and a devoted mother.
Her service to the New Jersey State Board of
Architects included serving as commissioner for
six years and president for one. She was
secretary and treasurer to the Central Chapter
AIA of the New Jersey Society of Architects and
selected to serve on a six-member steering
Committee for Historic Resources.

Her work included corporate office buildings,
houses, schools, community buildings, housing for
the elderly, barrier-free designs, a college library,
and the compound for The Institute for Women’s
Leadership located on the Douglass campus of
Rutgers University. In Princeton, she remodeled a
section of the Princeton University Library and
the Institute for Advanced Study, a pioneering
design for solar housing as early as the 1970s.
Elizabeth was active in historic preservation
restoring, among others, the Albert Einstein
House. As a committed advocate for affordable
housing, she was instrumental in creating
Architects Housing, Eggerts Crossing Village
Community Building and Offices in New Jersey.”
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Michael Graves (1934–2015) was one of the most influential American architects and designers of the 20th
century. As principal of Michael Graves & Associates and Michael Graves Design Group, he shaped the fields
of architecture and industrial design through his distinctive postmodern aesthetic and human-centered
approach. Graves was a member of The New York Five, a group of architects known for their modernist purity,
and the Memphis Group, which celebrated color and playful form in design.

Graves served on the faculty of Princeton University’s School of Architecture for nearly four decades (1962–2001),
holding the title of Robert Schirmer Professor of Architecture and later becoming Professor Emeritus. Following
partial paralysis in 2003, he became a passionate international advocate for accessible and health care design.

Graves earned his Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Cincinnati in 1958 and his Master of Architecture
from Harvard University’s Graduate School of Design in 1959. 

He moved to Princeton, New Jersey, in 1962 to begin teaching at Princeton University and established his own
architectural practice in 1964, the same year he passed the New Jersey architecture registration exam.

In 1974, Graves purchased an abandoned warehouse at 44 Patton Avenue in Princeton and transformed it into his
private residence and studio, naming it The Warehouse. The property was later acquired by Kean University, which in
2014 founded the Michael Graves College of Architecture and Design in his honor. 

Graves’s practice moved in 1983 to 341 Nassau Street, Princeton, where it continues to operate.

Over his lifetime, Michael Graves received numerous prestigious honors:

1999 – National Medal of Arts
2001 – AIA Gold Medal
2004 – Michael Graves Rome Prize Fellowship established
2005 – AIA New Jersey Michael Graves Lifetime Achievement Award established and awarded to Graves
2010 – AIA/ACSA Topaz Medallion for Excellence in Architectural Education
2010 – Inducted into the New Jersey Hall of Fame
2012 – Richard H. Driehaus Prize Laureate
2013 – Appointed to the U.S. Access Board for Architecture & Transportation

1979 AIA NJ Convention, Atlantic City
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In 1969, Capital Chapter and Central Jersey Chapter were separate Chapters of AIA New Jersey. 
1970 brought a merger between the two chapters as Capital-Central Jersey Chapter.
By 1971, the merged organization was known as the Central Chapter, according to AIA National Directory.
 
From the AIA 1969, 1970, and 1971 Organizational Directories
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1978 - 1 Architecture NJ
Architects Housing Jules GregoryJohn M. Zvosec
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AIA Central NJ Chapter began organizing the Architects Housing Project in 1961. The Central
Chapter secured $5.2 million in mortgage funds from the NJ Housing Finance Agency to build
housing for the elderly on an urban renewal site donated by the City of Trenton. 

The Chapter held a design competition for low- and moderate-income housing won by the
Princeton firm of Geddes, Brecher, Qualls and Cunningham, and architect Robert Geddes. The
project, named Architects Housing, was completed and officially opened in October 1979. 

It became the nation’s first architect-sponsored housing development and remains one of the
most significant achievements in the history of AIA Central New Jersey.

Robert Geddes
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1983 edition 2 of Architecture New Jersey
Article notes that “as early as 1970” the Central Chapter provided “seed
monies” to support K-12 education in architecture and allied professions.
The first annual student design competition “was initiated at the
Princeton Day School by Hillier Group of Princeton.” Princeton architects
participated as judges and advisors.

Photos include architects mentoring students. Bottom photo includes 
J. Robert Hillier drawing on a board and Alfred Wensly looking on. 

“J. Robert Hillier (Bob) is one of the leading and most highly-respected architects in
the United States. He is perhaps best known for having built one of the largest and
most successful architecture firms in the world. Bob is distinguished for his design, for
his business acumen, and for his contributions to the field of architecture as a
practitioner and educator.
He has been on the core faculty of Princeton University’s School of Architecture since
1992 where he teaches two graduate seminars. He has served on the AIA National
Fellowship Jury and as Chair of the Selection Committee for the Dean of Princeton’s
School of Architecture.
He is the recipient of over 350 of individual honors and awards including, an
Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from New Jersey Institute of Technology and
an Honorary MBA from Bryant University. Other honors include the Legacy Award
from the Urban Land Institute, the AIA’s Michael Graves Lifetime Achievement Award,
and The President’s Medal from New Jersey Institute of Technology. He is also a
Trustee Emeritus at McCarter Theater, Peddie School, and Bryant University. He has
given over 200 lectures and participated in dozens of design juries. He and the firm
have been widely published in national and international journals, newspapers, and
magazines.
In May of 2019, the New Jersey Institute of Technology renamed its College of
Architecture the J. Robert and Barbara A. Hillier College of Architecture and Design.”

 2025 www.studiohillier.com1983 edition 2 of Architecture NJ, 
photo of Hiller Group
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Courtesy of Bob Cozzarelli
Martin Santini of the Architects League, and Bob Cozzarelli of Newark and Suburban, with
Michael Graves, FAIA, Central New Jersey when Bob and Martin asked Michael to design
the Award.  

In 2004, AIA NJ created the
Michael Graves Lifetime
Achievement Award 
in honor of Central’s own
Michael Graves, FAIA

AIA NEW JERSEY MICHAEL GRAVES LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Past recipients include:

Michael Graves, FAIA (2004)

J. Robert Hillier, FAIA (2007)

Eleanor Pettersen, FAIA (posthumously, 2010)

Jon Hlafter, FAIA (2014)

Alan Chimacoff, AIA (2020)
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Jan 12, 2007
AIA New Jersey Chapter Awards Dinner, The Newark Club 
J. Robert Hillier, FAIA was honored as the first recipient of the 
Michael Graves Lifetime Achievement Award

Pictured Martin G. Santini, Robert Cozzarelli, J. Robert Hillier, 
and Jerome Leslie Eben 

2014
Jon Hlafter, FAIA was honored with the 
Michael Graves Lifetime Achievement Award

2020
Alan Chimacoff, FAIA was honored with the 
Michael Graves Lifetime Achievement Award
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October 2023 
Photo at Architects Housing, Trenton. Central's Past Presidents and 2023 Board
Members honored for their contributions to the AIA Central New Jersey Section.

Presidents: Elina Shchervinsky, AIA (2023 President), Tania Althoff, AIA (2025
President); Erin Newton, Assoc. AIA (2024 President); LoriAnne Jones, AIA (2020
and 2021); Sean Cuddahy, AIA (2018); Joe Totaro, AIA (2010); Carmine Cerminara,
AIA (2009); Thomas Meyers, AIA (2006); Michael Hanrahan, FAIA (2005); Patricia
Jaar Watson, AIA (2004); Robert Longo, AIA (1998); Robin Murray, FAIA (1996); and
Robert Sussna, AIA (1992) 

Board Members: David Von Stappenbeck, AIA (2025 President-Elect); Ben Walmer,
AIA (Treasurer); Joshua Zinder, AIA (Trustee); and George Sincox, AIA (Trustee and
Board Secretary for 20 years).

2023 AIA Central NJ Section rediscovering our history

October 2023 Photo at the Architects Housing, with the statue of Washington in the background, situated in the park
where George Washington turned the tide and won the country in 1776.

AIA Central New Jersey is one of the largest sections of the New Jersey Chapter, with the collective strength to
influence our profession both individually and as a community. Our organization thrives through the
dedication of talented architects who volunteer their time and expertise to lead, mentor, and serve. Their
generosity and commitment have left a profound and lasting impact on the profession and the members we
represent. The Architects Housing event, pictured here, celebrated and honored our Past Presidents, Board
Members, and volunteers for their enduring contributions to the success and legacy of our Section.
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October 22, 2024 AIA Central New Jersey First Annual Design and Service Awards Dinner, Nassau Inn, Princeton The 2024 Inaugural AIA Central New Jersey Awards Program
Dinner took place on October 22, at the Historic Nassau Inn,
in Princeton, NJ.  
The evening was kicked off with an enlightening course led
by the esteemed J. Robert Hillier, FAIA. Hillier, a renowned
architect who generously shared his decades of experience,
captivating the audience with his insights into the interplay
of design, business, and education. He discussed his
innovative “Deep Dive” programming approach—a
streamlined design process that not only saves time and
resources but enhances the quality of output across
multiple projects. Bob Hillier emphasized the importance of
maintaining a unified design philosophy while customizing
solutions to meet clients' specific needs. 
Following Hillier's presentation, the evening continued with
a formal awards ceremony, celebrating the outstanding
contributions of AIA Central NJ architects and recognizing
the winning recipients of the 2024 AIA Central NJ Design
Awards. 


